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UNA  CARTA  NAVIDENA  AL  PUEBLO  DE  CENTRO  AMERICA  j 

En  esta  temporada  de  conmemorac|dn  comun  del  nacimiento  del  nino  Jesus  quien  llegd  a este  mundo 
para  ensenarnos  la  paz  y la  justica,  quiero  asegurarles,  hermanos  centroamericanos,  que  miles  de  personas 
en  comunidades  cristianas  y judias  atraves  de  los  Estados  Unidos  (inclusive  muchos  miembros  de  mi 
Sociedad  Religiosa  de  los  Amigos  (Quakers))  se  identifican  con  ustedes  en  su  enorme  sufrimiento,  y se 
empenan  en  la  resistencia  no  violenta  en  el  caso  de  un  aumento  en  la  intervencidn  militar  estadounidense 
en  sus  pafses.  A mas  de  esto,  un  numero  creciente  de  Congregaciones  de  Amigos  y de  otras  iglesias 
estadounidenses  se  ban  organizado  en  el  Movimiento  Santuario  con  el  fin  de  dar  apoyo  y amparo  a los 
refugiados  centroamericanos.  Las  acciones  del  Movimiento  Santuario  son  actualmente  ilegales,  pues 
nuestro  gobierno  niega  el  asilo  politico  a los  que  ban  buido  del  terror  y la  muerte  en  los  pafses  de 
Centroamerica  (con  la  excepcion  de  Nicaragua).  Esta  politica  de  nuestro  gobierno  esta  en  violacidn 
directa  del  convenio  de  protocolo  para  refugiados  de  las  Naciones  Unidas.  Aquel  convenio  se  bizo  ley 
por  el  Congreso  estadounidense  en  1980. 

Estamos  en  desacuerdo  total  con  la  politica  de  intervencidn  militar  de  nuestro  gobierno  en  la  region 
de  Centroamerica.  Protestamos  tambien  la  escalacidn  militar  en  Honduras.  Suplicamos  a nuestro 
gobierno  que  respete  el  derecbo  del  pueblo  de  Centroamerica  a escoger  sus  gobiernos  sin  ninguna 
presion  extranjera. 


Barbara  Graves 
speaking  in 
Nicaragua  against 
U.S.  intervention 
in  Central  America. 
(With  Fellowship 
of  Reconciliation 
and  Witness  for 
Peace  National 
Delegation, 

August  11-31, 1984.) 
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to  provide  support  and  shelter  for  Central  American  refugees  through  the  Sanctuary  Movement.  Such 
actions  are  illegal  presently,  since  our  government  denies  political  asylum  to  those  who  have  fled  terror 
and  death  in  your  countries  (except  Nicaraguans),  a policy  in  direct  violation  of  the  United  Nations’  con- 
vention and  protocol  on  refugees  which  the  U.S.  Congress  adopted  as  law  in  its  Refugee  Act  of  1980. 

We  sharply  disagree  with  our  government’s  policies  of  military  intervention  in  your  region,  especially 
in  El  Salvador  and  Nicaragua.  We  also  protest  the  military  build-up  in  Honduras.  We  petition  our  govern- 
ment to  respect  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Central  America  to  choose  their  own  forms  of  governance  with- 
out pressure  from  outside  forces. 

Many  concerned  North  Americans,  both  individuals  and  groups,  have  visited  and  are  continuing  to  be  a 
presence  in  your  countries  as  human  rights  observers,  fact-finders,  witnesses  to  the  terrible  destruction 
of  your  lives  and  publishers  of  the  truths  of  your  grave  dangers.  Members  of  Witness  for  Peace,  the  Fellow- 
ship of  Reconciliation,  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  the  Peace  Brigades  International  and  Americas 
Watch  have  returned  to  the  United  States  to  publish  their  findings,  to  educate  us  and  our  government 
about  U.S.  complicity  in  the  brutal  deaths  of  7,000  Nicaraguans  and  50,000  Slavadorans.  The  United 
States  Government  continues  to  supply  military  aid,  equipment,  advisors;  has  armed  and  is  financing  the 
Contras;  and  has  provided  the  Salvadoran  government  with  over  $1  billion  in  tax  monies  over  the  last 
four  years  to  continue  its  war  against  the  Salvadoran  people.  United  States  supplied  planes  are  used  in- 
creasingly to  bomb  the  rural  villages  of  El  Salvador,  dropping  napalm,  white  phosphorous  and  500  lb. 
bombs  on  defenseless  civilians. 

We  urge  our  government  to  support  the  Contadora  peace  treaty  as  it  was  written  and  to  encourage  the 
peace  process  recently  begun  in  La  Palma  among  all  parties  involved  in  the  conflict.  Let  us  end  military 
intervention  in  Central  America! 

Above  all,  the  conflicts  in  Central  America  must  be  humanized:  all  hatred,  all  cruelty  must  be  trans- 
formed into  energies  of  reconciliation  and  peace.  This  is  the  only  hope  for  millions  of  lives,  including  the 
lives  of  young  U.S.  citizens  who  would  be  sent  to  Central  America  as  armed  forces  in  the  event  of  declared 
war.  All  wars  are  obsolete  with  their  potentiality  for  nuclear  destruction! 

United  States  security  in  the  western  hemisphere  cannot  be  achieved  by  force  which  carries  in  it  the 
seeds  of  future  conflicts.  Security  can  be  achieved  only  by  our  insuring  the  human  rights  and  political 
autonomy  of  your  nations,  our  neighbors,  who  are  our  suffering  family  and  for  whose  suffering  we  ask 
forgiveness,  both  God’s  and  yours. 

One  Witness  for  Peace  delegation  to  Nicaragua  met  with  the  U.S.  Consul  in  Managua  last  August  before 
their  return.  In  their  written  report  of  this  meeting,  they  concluded  with  a paraphrase  of  Mathew  25— 

“To  these  people  we  say:  they  were  hungry,  and  we  burned  their  fields;  they  were  sick,  and  we  blockaded 
their  medicines;  they  were  naked,  and  we  blew  them  away  with  our  machine  guns.  In  spite  of  all  this,  the 
Nicaraguan  people  have  sheltered  us  in  their  homes;  we  have  shared  their  precious  medicines;  they  know 
how  to  love  their  enemies.  Now  we  realize  that  if  we  starve  every  infant,  even  if  we  slaughter  every  youth, 
we  cannot  destroy  the  spirit  that  is  growing  in  these  people.  As  hard  as  they  may  try,  the  Army  of  King 
Herod  cannot  kill  the  Christ  Child.  Gracias  and  Amen.” 

May  the  Spirit  of  Love  and  Light,  continually  reborn  in  us,  lead  all  of  us  out  of  this  darkness. 

Shirley  Ruth,  Editor 
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Emergency  Response  Network  Pledges 
Civil  Disobedience  Pledge 

If  the  United  States  invades,  bombs,  sends  combat  troops,  or  otherwise  significantly  escalates  its 
intervention  in  Nicaragua  or  El  Salvador,  I pledge  to  join  with  others  to  engage  in  acts  of  nonviolent  civil 
disobedience  as  conscience  leads  me  at  U.S.  federal  facilities,  including  U.S.  federal  buildings,  military 
installations.  Congressional  offices,  offices  of  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency,  the  State  Department,  and 
other  appropriate  places.  I pledge  to  engage  in  nonviolent  civil  disobedience  in  order  to  prevent  or  halt 
the  death  and  destruction  which  such  U.S.  military  action  causes  the  people  of  Central  America. 

Name  (print) Signature 

Address City/State 

Zip  Code  Telephone Organization 

Have  you  had  nonviolence  training? 


Legal  Protest  Pledge 

If  the  United  States  invades,  bombs,  sends  combat  troops,  or  othemise  significantly  escalates  its 
intervention  in  Nicaragua  or  El  Salvador,  I pledge  to  join  with  others  to  engage  in  acts  of  legal  protest  as 
my  conscience  leads  me,  including  such  actions  as  participating  in  demonstrations,  vigils,  leaflettings,  and 
appeals  to  Congress  and  the  White  House.  I also  pledge  to  demonstrate  my  support  for  those  who  engage 
in  acts  of  nonviolent  civil  disobedience  in  order  to  prevent  or  halt  further  death  and  destruction  in 
Central  America. 

Name  (print) Signature 

Address City/State 

Zip  Code Telephone Organization 

Have  you  had  nonviolence  training? 

Please  mail  this  pledge  to:  Emergency  Response  Network,  2160  Lake  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94121. 

Friends  and  the  Issues  of  Central  American  Wars  and  Sanctuary 

In  the  March  issue  of  Friends  Bulletin  we  published  a brief  summary  of  the  range  of  energetic  efforts 
on  behalf  of  Central  American  refugees  occurring  within  the  regions  of  our  three  western  Yearly  Meetings— 
North  Pacific,  Pacific  and  Intermountain.  The  involvement  of  Friends  in  the  Sanctuary  Movement  has  in- 
creased dramatically  since  then  as  have  the  numbers  of  Friends  engaged  in  travelling  to  Central  America 
to  observe  the  wars  and  sufferings  first  hand.  Communications  between  Friends  in  Central  and  North 
America  have  increased  as  well.  Here  we  publish  an  update  on  the  involvement  of  Friends  in  the  Sanctu- 
ary Movement  and  the  minutes  of  our  Yearly  Meetings,  as  well  as  first  hand  accounts  of  Friends  who  have 
travelled  with  delegations  from  Witness  for  Peace,  the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation,  Friendship  City 

Projects,  and  Peace  Brigades  International.  ^ >^->1 

^ (Continued  on  page  62) 
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Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  has  proposed  a Minute  for  Study  on  Central  America:  “As  our  aware- 
ness of  the  problems  of  Central  American  Refugees  has  increased,  so  has  Friends  involvement  in  provid- 
ing assistance  to  them. 

Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  affirms  that  those  Friends  provid- 
ing aid  to  Central  American  Refugees  under  all  circumstances  are  carrying  out  the  will  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  and  have  our  total  support.” 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  in  its  plenary  sessions  approved  the  following  minute  of  support  for  the 
Sanctuary  Movement:  “In  view  of  the  United  States’  military  intervention  in  Central  America,  which  we 
consider  to  be  immoral,  and  its  insistence  on  deporting  refugees  fleeing  the  terror  and  repression  which 
that  intervention  supports,  we  unite  in  reaffirmation  of  the  Friends  Peace  Testimony  by  encouraging  all 
Meetings,  Preparative  Meetings  and  Worship  Groups  in  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  to  consider  offering 
sanctuary  to  refugees.  Sanctuary  is  a witness  for  justice,  since  it  provides  humane  treatment  of  refugees 
who  are  being  denied  political  asylum  by  the  government’s  interpretation  of  the  Refugee  Act  of  1980  and 
the  immigration  laws.  We  encourage  Meetings  and  individuals  to  do  whatever  they  can  to  bring  about 
peaceful  and  just  resolutions  to  conflict. 

Therefore,  we  encourage  prayerful  consideration  of  such  actions  as  the  following:  offering  sanctuary; 
helping  refugees  on  the  underground  railroad;  writing  legislators  in  support  of  legislation  which  prevents 
deportation  of  refugees;  cooperating  with  other  churches  and  organizations  which  seek  justice  in  Central 
America  and  which  help  refugees;  and  publicizing  commitment  to  social  change  through  religious  witness. 
We  support  those  who,  under  divine  compulsion,  have  taken  these  actions.”  There  were  expressions  of 
approval  for  the  actions  of  Eugene  Friends  Meeting,  University  Friends  Meeting  and  Walla  Walla  Prepara- 
tive Meeting  in  the  offering  of  sanctuary. 

The  Clerk  of  NPYM  endorsed  a minirte  from  Eugene  Meeting  releasing  Bill  Cadbury  and  Karen 
Hemmingsen  for  religious  service  in  El  Salvador.  Eugene’s  minute  said  in  part,  “We  release  these  Friends 
for  this  mission  of  reconciliation  and  love  of  justice,  and  to  carry  to  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  El  Salvador 
the  personal  expression  of  our  love  and  fellowship  in  the  Life  we  share.  We  hope  this  visit  may  serve  to 
deepen  the  mutual  sense  of  fellowship  between  our  Religious  Society  in  the  United  States  and  Christians 
in  El  Salvador,  with  whom  we  unite  in  the  love  of  Christ  and  in  His  church.” 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  minuted  their  Central  American  concerns  also:  “In  view  of  our  deep  concern 
for  the  sanctity  of  human  life  and  of  the  increasing  military  conflict  in  Central  America  and  the  unwilling- 
ness of  the  United  States  Government  to  acknowledge  the  human  rights  of  refugees  from  these  regions. 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Eriends  urges  all  Monthly  Meetings  to  consider  taking 
the  following  actions: 

1.  To  identify  at  least  one  person  to  serve  as  a resource  for  each  Monthly  Meeting  on  Central  American 
issues.  Gladis  Innerst,  La  Jolla  Monthly  Meeting,  will  coordinate  the  network. 

2.  To  write  letters  protesting  existing  U.S.  Government  policies  which  endanger  Central  American 
refugees;  supporting  Senate  Bill  2131  (DeConcini-Kennedy)  and  House  Bill  4447  (Moakley);  and  oppos- 
ing military  aid  which  contributes  to  the  oppression  and  persecution  of  Central  American  people.  Indi- 
viduals are  also  encouraged  to  write. 

3.  To  join  with  other  religious  groups  in  the  development  of  “Sanctuary  Covenants”  in  order  to  unite 
individuals  and  groups  in  non-cooperation  with  present  U.S.  Government  policies  and  support  collective 
aid  for  Central  American  Refugees.” 

La  Jolla  Meeting  is  the  first  religious  group  in  San  Diego  to  declare  public  sanctuary  for  Central  Ameri- 
can refugees.  Their  statement  says  in  part:  “.  . .we  seek  to  join  in  a Community  of  Sanctuary  with  others 
in  the  Society  of  Eriends,  and  all  people  of  faith,  who  labor  to  preserve  the  life  and  dignity  of  the  Central 
American  people.  . . We  further  recognize  that  remaining  faithful  to  this  task  may  place  us  in  conflict  with 
certain  government  policies  which  deny  refugee  or  asylum  status  to  Central  Americans.  Those  in  the 
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Meeting  who  elect  to  attend  to  these  concerns  do  so  with  the  knowledge  that  civil  disobedience  may  in- 
voke severe  legal  consequences.  It  is  imperative  to  stress,  however,  that  the  intent  of  the  Meeting  is  not 
to  promote  a violation  of  the  law,  but  to  secure  shelter  for  Central  American  refugees  until  the  justice 
they  merit  under  the  law  may  be  realized.  . . We  believe  this  ministry  gives  witness  to  the  responsibility 
we  have  in  the  governance  of  our  country  to  build  a social  order  which  is  in  harmony  with  the  Kingdom 
of  God.  In  offering  ourselves  to  this  calling  we  affirm  our  unchanging  conviction  that  our  first  allegiance 
is  to  God.  If  this  loyalty  is  judged  in  conflict  with  any  compulsion  of  the  state,  we  believe  our  country  is 
best  served  by  remaining  faithful  to  the  Light  given  us.  . .” 

Minutes  and  statements  on  Sanctuary  have  also  been  worked  through  and  released  by  Visalia,  Claremont, 
San  Francisco,  Santa  Cruz,  Redwood  Forest,  Davis,  Santa  Monica,  Palo  Alto,  Strawberry  Creek,  Berkeley, 
Santa  Barbara  Meetings  of  PYM;  Albuquerque,  Santa  Fe,  Flagstaff  Meetings  and  New  Mexico  Quarterly 
Meeting  of  IMYM;  University,  Eugene,  Walla  Walla  and  Williamette  Quarterly  Meeting  of  NPYM. 

Friends  Center  for  Peace  in  Costa  Rica  publishes  a newsletter  and  reports  that  the  Costa  Rican  people 
continue  their  active  support  for  peace  and  neutrality,  but  their  government  is  responding  to  other 
interests.  One  recent  example  is  the  approval  of  the  construction  of  a 50,000  watt  transmitter  for  the 
Voice  of  America,  near  the  border  of  Nicaragua.  The  Peace  Movement  opposes  the  transmitter  because 
they  fear  it  will  compromise  Costa  Rica’s  neutrality  and  lead  to  unnecessary  tensions  with  Nicaragua. 

The  people  of  Costa  Rica  need  the  support  of  friends  in  the  United  States  to  preserve  peace  and  neutral- 
ity. There  is  support  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Congressman  Michael  Barnes’  Concurrent 
Resolution  No.  359  of  September  18,  1984,  expressing  the  affirmation  of  Congress  for  Costa  Rica’s 
neutrality  and  urging  President  Reagan  to  support  such  neutrality.  The  Friends  Center  for  Peace  asks 
American  Friends  to  write  to  Congresspersons  urging  them  to  co-sponsor  this  resolution  and  to  vote  for 
it. 

Friends  who  have  travelled  recently  to  Central  America  with  Witness  for  Peace  or  the  Fellowship  of 
Reconciliation  are  Beth  Nolin  (Santa  Monica  Meeting),  Barbara  Graves  (Strawberry  Creek  Meeting),  Bob 
Barnes  (Grass  Valley  Meeting),  Ellie  Foster  (Santa  Cruz  Meeting),  and  Eric  Wright,  Denver  AFSC.  Judith 
Howell  and  Dick  Counihan  of  Boulder,  Colorado,  Meeting  (with  the  Friendship  City  Project)  have  return- 
ed to  help  organize  the  Peace  Action  Network  in  that  area.  Over  400  signatures  have  been  added  to  the 
Emergency  Response  Network.  (A  copy  of  the  pledges  for  this  group  appear  elsewhere  in  this  issue.) 

Pablo  Stanfield,  University  Meeting,  Seattle,  and  Edith  Cole,  Claremont  Meeting  in  Southern  California, 
have  spent  several  months  in  Guatemala  with  Peace  Brigades  International  where  they  helped  organize 
the  Comite'"  de  Madres  y Familiares  de  Desaparecidos,  an  organization  of  mothers  of  the  disappeared  for 
mutual  support  and  action.  PBI  workers  have  travelled  among  Indian  villages  arranging  for  basic  medical 
assistance  and  have  been  instrumental  in  working  out  problems  in  communication  and  resettlement  be- 
tween government  authorities  and  the  relatives’of  those  who  were  in  refugee  camps  in  Mexico. 

Bob  Barnes,  Edith  Cole,  Barbara  Graves  and  Ellie  Foster  have  been  travelling  among  Meetings  to  speak 
about  the  Witness  for  Peace  and  the  FOR  and  their  efforts  to  provide  an  interfaith  nonviolent  witness  in 
border  areas  where  Contra  attacks  occur.  All  hope  to  change  the  foreign  policies  of  our  nation  in  Central 
America. 

University  Friends  were  part  of  the  caravan  and  fiesta  taking  Mario  to  his  new  home,  following  his 
public  sanctuary  at  the  Meetinghouse.  The  newsletter  notes  that  the  Letelier-Moffit  Human  Rights  Award 
for  1984  was  made  to  the  entire  Sanctuary  Movement  with  Jim  and  Pat  Corbett,  Friends  from  Tucson, 
Arizona,  who  have  fostered  the  Sanctuary  Movement  from  its  inception,  receiving  the  award  in  ceremonies 
in  Washington,  D.C. 

Three  refugees  from  El  Salvador  were  aided  by  Albuquerque  Meeting.  Friends  also  worked  out  bond 
arrangements  for  their  release  from  detention  and  assurance  of  their  appearance  at  INS  hearings.  Friends 

(Continued  on  page  64) 
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from  Tucson  and  El  Paso  shared  Albuquerque  Meeting’s  concerns  that  hearings  for  refugees  facing  depor- 
tation are  not  always  conducted  with  due  process  and  may  be  helped  by  the  presence  of  Friends. 

Catherine  Langston,  Beatrice  Miller  and  Jean  Nicholson,  members  of  Orange  Grove  Meeting,  Pasadena, 
inspired  by  the  story  of  a Salvadoran  refugee  told  at  an  AFSC  retreat,  visited  legislators  in  Washington  to 
express  their  concerns  about  U.S.  involvement  in  Central  America.  Their  visit,  supported  by  their  Meeting, 
enabled  them  to  talk  at  length  with  25  people  in  the  legislative  and  executive  branches.  . . They  felt  their 
meetings  had  an  impact,  even  on  those  who  disagreed  with  them. 

Dave  and  Della  Walker  of  University  Meeting  had  their  car  seized  at  the  U.S. -Canadian  border  as  Dave 
was  delivering  refugees  to  Canada.  The  two  Salvadoran  students  were  arrested.  Sandpoint  Friends  news- 
letter carried  information  concerning  the  present  status  of  taking  refugees  to  Canada  for  sanctuary,  given 
by  a visitor  to  Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting  from  Canadian  Half-Yearly  Meeting.  At  this  time 
application  to  a consul  of  Canada  usually  admits  the  refugee  smoothly.  Only  in  an  emergency  should  the 
refugee  be  brought  to  the  border  unannounced.  In  that  event,  refugees  must  be  left  at  the  border  station 
regardless  whether  admitted  immediately  or  not.  If  you  are  told  to  return  later,  you  are  both  likely  to  be 
arrested  trying  to  reenter  the  United  States.  The  refugees  will  eventually  be  processed  and  admitted  to 
Canada  if  left  at  the  border.  Phone  numbers  given  for  help  and  updated  information  are  (204)  254-9626 
and  as  a last  resort  (204)  430-268 1 . 

From  University  Meeting’s  press  release  in  declaring  sanctuary:  “We  are  humbly  grateful  for  those 
churches  which  have  already  taken  the  step  of  offering  public  santucary  in  our  state:  University  Baptist 
in  Seattle,  St.  Leo’s  in  Tacoma,  and  St.  Michael’s  in  Olympia.  We  take  joy  in  joining  them  and  the  places 
of  sanctuary  across  the  country  which  recognize  that  God  is  calling  us  to  meet  our  collective  and  individ- 
ual responsibility  in  the  world  and  to  act  on  the  basis  of  spiritual  and  moral  imperatives.” 

Mexico  City  Friends  Meeting  at  Casa  de  los  Amigos  are  engaged  in  a Central  American  refugee  program 
to  address,  in  a limited  way,  some  of  the  problems  and  needs  of  a small  number  of  the  40-50  thousand 
refugees  in  the  central  area  of  Mexico.  This  program  has  been  funded  by  17  North  American  Friends 
Meetings,  individuals  in  Mexico  and  the  United  States,  and  the  Canadian  Friends  Service  Committee. 

Through  June,  1984,  756  refugees  had  been  aided  by  Mexican  Friends.  Housing,  health  care,  counsel- 
ling, teaching  of  skills,  utilizing  the  skills  of  refugees,  creating  work  and  refugee  support  groups  constitutes 
this  grass-roots  effort. 

Mexico  City  Friends  are  in  great  need  of  financial  support  to  continue  this  vital  service.  Checks  may  be 
sent  to  Casa  de  los  Amigos,  A.C.,  Ignacio  Mariscal  132,  06030  Mexico,  D.F.,  Mexico  (phone:  535-2752). 

[This  is  not  a complete  summary  by  any  means  of  all  the  involvement  by  Friends  in  these  crucial  issues. 

If  your  Meeting  has  taken  actions  which  it  wishes  to  share  ihxough  Friends  Bulletin,  please  inform  the  editors 


Announcements 

Situation  Available:  For  a Friendly  couple  to  serve 
as  live-in  hosts  for  San  Francisco  Monthly  Meeting. 
Starting  July  1,  1985,  or  shortly  thereafter.  Those 
interested  should  send  inquiries  and  resumes  to  the 
clerk  of  Property  and  Finance  Committee,  San 
Francisco  Monthly  Meeting,  2160  Lake  Street,  San 
Francisco,  C A 94121. 

Quaker  Center  Year-End  Retreat 
December  27,  1984  - January  1,  1985 

Betsy  Dearborn  will  lead  the  first  three  days 


focused  on  gift  sharing.  Nicola  Geiger  will  follow 
by  leading  two  days  of  increased  silence,  meditation 
and  individual  reflection.  Betsy  is  the  Staff  Repre- 
sentative on  the  Religious  Education  Committee  of 
Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting,  a musician,  teacher, 
writer  and  a member  of  Redwood  Forest  Meeting. 
Nicola  is  a Quaker  and  Zen  Buddhist  and  was  for 
five  years  Coordinator  of  the  East  Asia  Center  of 
the  Friends  World  College  in  Hiroshima  and  Kyoto. 

For  additional  information  and  fees  write  to 
Quaker  Center,  Box  686,  Ben  Lomond,  CA  95005, 
(404)336-8333. 
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SUBSCRIPTION  RENEWALS  ARE  DUE  EOR  FRIENDS  BULLETIN 

All  subscriptions,  both  individual  and  group  subs  through  Meetings,  are  due 
January  1,  1985,  the  start  of  our  uniform  renewal  date  toward  which  we  have  been 
moving  for  the  past  year  and  a half.  Cost  of  individual  subs  is  $14.00  for  ten  issues. 
Group  sub  cost  through  Meetings  is  $10.50. 

Please  write  your  checks  to  Friends  Bulletin,  fill  out  this  form,  detach  it  and 
mail  with  a 20  cent  stamp.  (It  is  addressed  to  the  editorial  office  on  the  reverse 
side.  Tape  or  staple  the  edges  of  this  form.) 

Gifts  to  Friends  Bulletin  are  most  welcome,  since  we  give  the  group  subs  at  cost 
and  are  on  a limited  budget  with  no  endowment,  portfolio  or  reserves.  Such  gifts 
are  tax  deductible. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

Zip  Code 

MEETING  AFFILIATION  IF  A GROUP  SUB 

Suggestions  for  future  topics 


I would  like  to  contribute  written  articles 

photos  , drawings , poetry 

creative  writing , cartoons  , 

humor , other 

I would  be  interested  in  serving  on  the  Bulletin  Committee 

or  in  helping  with  a subscription  drive  in  my  Meeting 

I would  like  to  suggest  the  following  additions  or  changes  in  Friends  Bulletin 
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Further  Thoughts  on  Friends  and  the  Environment 
Dear  Editor  and  Friends, 

The  notice  of  Rachel’s  birth  on  the  back  page  of  the  latest  Friends  Bulletin  didn’t  surprise  us— I figured 
that  was  coming  when  you  asked  me  what  her  full  name  was.  It  did  surprise  me,  though,  to  find  Bob 
Schutz’  letter  inside;  and  when  I’d  gotten  past  my  surprise  and  into  the  letter  itself,  I found  myself  deeply 
moved.  Seldom  has  anyone  spoken  so  lovingly  and  wholeheartedly  on  behalf  of  anything  I’ve  done.  After 
the  long  months  I put  into  those  environmental  articles,  and  the  long  months  of  waiting  afterward  for  a 
response,  always  hoping  my  effort  would  not  prove  vain,  the  force  of  Bob’s  caring  took  me  like  a 
bombshell. 

Bob  mentioned  a number  of  objections  raised  by  PYM  attenders  in  response  to  my  articles.  I must 
admit  (such  is  my  inexperience  in  such  matters)  that  these  were  not  objections  I anticipated  from  Friends— 
but  on  reflection,  I guess  they’re  not  all  that  surprising.  I frankly  had  thought  I’d  dealt  with  them  already 
in  the  final  installment  in  the  series;  but  a number  of  Friends  said  they  had  trouble  reading  that  final 
installment.  I am  hoping  the  Friends  who  experienced  this  difficulty  will  help  me  understand  what  caused 
it,  and  how  that  part  of  the  series  might  be  improved.  But  that  doesn’t  answer  the  questions  PYM  attenders 
were  asking.  Perhaps  there  are  a few  things  I could  say  that  would  be  helpful. 

In  the  first  place.  Bob  writes  that  people  were  asking,  “What  about  Friends  of  the  Earth,  the  Sierra 
Club,  etc.?”  Yes,  indeed:  what  about  them?  I think  there’s  no  question  that  the  hard  core  of  activists  in 
environmental  organizations— perhaps  three  or  four  thousand  people  nationwide— are  acutely  aware  of  the 
crises  I described.  But  one  can’t  say  the  same  of  the  half-million  dues-paying  but  inactive  members  of 
those  same  organizations.  They  are  much  more  concerned  with  local,  special,  short-term  issues  like  stop- 
ping a dam  project  or  saving  an  endangered  species,  or  with  preserving  the  wilderness  as  a place  for  them- 
selves and  their  children  to  play  in. 

And  of  course,  as  for  the  236  million  Americans  who  don’t  belong  to  environmental  organizations,  I 
daresay  very  few  of  them  have  even  begun  to  realize  that  the  environmental  crisis  is  more  than  a temporary 
thing. 

Why  don’t  the  few  thousand  activists  publicize  these  crises,  then?  It’s  not  because  the  crises  don’t 
exist,  obviously,  and  it’s  not  because  the  activists  don’t  care.  The  problem  is  that  the  average  American, 
and  even  the  average  inactive  member  of  an  environmental  organization,  doesn’t  want  to  hear  about  prob- 
lems of  this  magnitude.  It’s  Just  Too  Depressing.  Surely  Scientists  Will  Find  A Solution.  I Think  You 
Must  Be  Exaggerating  The  Problem.  The  activists  have  found,  by  sad  experience,  that  if  they  talk  too 
much  about  the  real  dangers  to  our  green  and  lovely  planet,  they  not  only  do  not  recruit  new  members, 
but  they  discourage  old  members  to  the  point  of  dropping  out. 

That  is  why,  when  you  get  a membership  appeal  from  Environmental  Action  or  Greenpeace  or  what- 
ever, it  will  make  no  mention  of  the  real  stakes,  the  real  reasons  why  we  need  to  care.  It  will  talk  instead 
about  the  poor  harp  seal  pups,  or  about  the  threats  to  grizzly  bear  habitat,  or  about  the  illegal  wildlife 
trade,  or  about  the  scandalous  behavior  of  major  polluters.  These  are  issues  that  don’t  threaten  us  too 
directly.  We  won’t  become  too  depressed  when  we  think  about  them,  right? 

Of  course,  the  problem  with  emphasizing  the  little  problems  instead  of  the  big  ones  is  that  you  paint 
yourself  into  a corner  that  way.  Once  you  have  admitted  that  you  cannot  talk  about  the  big  problems, 
it  is  hard  to  change  your  policy  and  start  talking  about  them  later  on.  And  if  people  give  you  money 
for  the  harp  seal  pups,  they  expect  the  money  to  be  spent  on  the  harp  seal  pups.  You  become  committed 
to  the  little  issues,  to  the  point  where  you  can  do  very  little  about  the  big  ones. 

You  can  get  around  this  to  some  extent.  You  can  oppose  the  cutting  down  of  tropical  rainforests  and 
the  poisoning  of  the  oceans  because  the  rainforests  are  full  of  gorgeous  parrots  and  cute  monkeys,  and 

(Continued  on  page  68) 
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(Further  Thoughts  on  the  Environment:  Cont.  from  page  67) 

the  coral  reefs  full  of  brightly-colored  fish.  But  environmentalists  have  already  taken  this  approach  about 
as  far  as  it  can  possibly  go.  As  the  1982  Democratic  National  Committee  survey  showed,  environmentalists 
have  succeeded  with  this  approach  in  thoroughly  winning  the  public  over:  environmentalism  is  the  only 
issue  on  which  voters  see  themselves  as  being  to  the  left  even  of  the  Democrats.  But,  precisely  because 
environmentalists  have  stuck  to  the  tame,  non-threatening  issues,  the  same  survey  also  showed  that  voters 
generally  do  not  believe  that  environmental  issues  are  among  the  most  important  problems  this  country 
faces.  And  that  is  why  the  environmental  movement  keeps  losing  its  battles  with  the  Reagan  Administra- 
tion and  on  Capitol  Hill. 

The  point  I made  in  my  opening  installment  was  that,  to  get  past  this  hurdle  of  people  saying  I-don’t- 
want-to-hear-about-it,  I-don’t-want-to-//zm/r-about-it,  what  is  required  is  a fair-sized  body  of  people  whose 
commitment  to  truth,  honesty  and  caring  outweighs  their  eagerness  to  take  the  easy  way  out— and  whose 
interpersonal  skills  will  enable  them  to  speak  the  difficult  truths  without  alienating  their  listeners.  Friends 
are  such  people.  That  is  why  it  is  so  important  that  we  becom_e  involved  in  this  arena  as  a group. 

Certainly,  the  people  who  are  already  active  in  the  environmental  arena  are  not  the  people  who  are 
capable  of  crossing  this  next  hurdle.  They’ve  already  painted  themselves  into  that  corner;  they’ve  talked 
themselves  into  the  idea  that  they  should  spend  their  time  on  issues  with  audience  appeal,  rather  than  on 
issues  whose  importance  the  world  is  rather  afraid  to  acknowledge.  They  are  very  good,  very  caring,  very 
informed  people;  and  if  we  were  to  take  up  the  really  major  issues,  and  show  that  public  reluctance  to 
face  these  issues  was  something  we  could  cope  with,  the  environmental  community  would  be  ecstatic: 
they’d  gladly  join  with  us.  But  they  are  not  about  to  cross  the  Rubicon  themselves— at  least,  not  until 
someone  else  builds  a bridge. 

And  we  are  the  right  people  to  take  up  this  task  for  other,  deeper  reasons  as  well— reasons  I dealt  with 
in  that  final  installment.  As  spiritual  people,  as  religious  people,  as  Friends  in  the  precise  sense  Jesus  de- 
fined in  John  15:12  - 16:1,  we’re  among  the  very  few  people  in  the  world  who  have  no  need  to  say  It’s 
Just  Too  Depressing  and  I Don’t  Want  To  Hear  About  It.  To  us  it  has  been  given  to  know  the  power  of 
the  Spirit  and  of  Truth.  As  I pointed  out  in  that  final  installment,  there  are  already  three  great  forces 
(which  I called  Voices  of  God)  stirring  in  the  hearts  of  hundreds  of  millions  of  people  throughout  the 
world  that  are  capable  of  meeting  and  solving  the  great  environmental  challenges.  These  are  forces  that 
are  apparently  invisible  to  most  people,  even  within  the  environmental  community,  because  they  are  forces 
of  caring  and  altruism  and  love,  and  most  people  have  come  to  believe  that  caring  and  altruism  and  love 
are  Kid  Stuff,  matters  for  children  and  for  suckers.  Yet  there  are  plenty  of  Senators  and  Congresspeople 
who  will  tell  you  that  caring  and  altruism  and  love  tipped  the  scales  in  election  after  election  in  1982. 

We  Friends  know  that  caring  and  altruism  and  love  are  real  and  powerful  things,  things  that  can  over- 
rule all  else.  As  Friends,  we  are  committed  to  attaining  our  ends  via  caring  and  altruism  and  love,  rather 
than  via  fear  and  hate  and  violence.  There  are  many  among  us  who  have  come  to  understand  how  to  work 
with  the  force  of  love,  in  obedience  to  its  dictates,  grounding  our  efforts  in  its  principles.  So  we  can  see 
the  solution  to  the  environmental  crisis,  and  we  can  distinguish  the  manner  of  behaving  that  will  take  us 
to  that  solution.  That  is  what  we  have  to  give  that  no  one  else  can  give— and  it  is  an  invaluable  gift,  in  terms 
of  banishing  the  bogey  of  despair. 

This,  I think,  brings  us  to  the  other  objections  PYM  attenders  raised:  “Don’t  we  have  enough  to  do 
already?”  and  “Aren’t  there  others  more  expert  in  these  fields  than  we?”  I wonder  whether  the  Friends 
who  asked  these  questions  were  aware  that  these  very  questions  are  renowned  in  theological  circles  as  the 
classic  human  response  to  God’s  call  to  action.  . . ? They  are  objections  as  old  as  religion  itself! 

At  IMYM  this  summer,  our  guest  speaker  John  Punshon  dealt  with  this.  He  reminded  us  that  both 
Moses  and  Jeremiah  resisted  God’s  call  in  this  very  manner.  In  fact,  the  record  specifically  states  that 
Moses  responded  to  God’s  call  by  saying,  “Who  am  I to  be  given  this  assignment?”  and  “I  lack  the  neces- 
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sary  credentials”  and  “I’m  not  eloquent  enough.”  (Exodus  3:11, 4:1,10.) 

Nor  were  Moses  and  Jeremiah  the  only  ones  who  resisted  the  call  in  this  way.  When  the  priest  and  the 
Levite  passed  the  injured  man  without  offering  help  (in  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan),  it  was  doubt- 
less because  they  “had  enough  to  do  already”.  When  Jonah  fled  God’s  call  to  preach  to  Nineveh,  it  may 
well  have  been  because  he  thought  he  lacked  the  qualifications  to  succeed. 

The  point— and  it  is  made  not  only  in  the  Bible,  but  in  tales  from  Quaker  journals,  and  in  stories  from 
every  religious  tradition  in  the  world— is  that  when  the  person  who  is  called  actually  yields  to  the  call  and 
does  God’s  will,  she/he  always  finds  that  these  objections  weren’t  all  that  important  after  all.  Moses, 
Jeremiah  and  Jonah  each  altered  the  course  of  history.  Others  who  followed  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit 
may  not  have  been  so  spectacularly  successful— some  of  them  may  not  have  succeeded  at  all,  by  any  ex- 
ternal measurement— but  we  may  be  certain  that  even  the  least  successful  won  profound  internal  benefits 
from  obeying  the  call.  Unity  with  God’s  leadings  always  brings  heart’s  ease,  because  the  heart  is  God’s 
habitation. 

Why  shouldn’t  the  same  be  true  of  the  environment?  I’m  sure  many  of  us  do  have  enough  to  do  al- 
ready in  a true  and  worthy  sense;  and  I imagine  there  are  those  of  us  who  will  never  feel  a call  from  God 
to  work  on  environmental  causes.  But  that  still  leaves  a sizable  remainder,  perhaps  many  hundreds,  of 
Friends  who  would  feel  a lot  better  about  life  and  the  world  and  themselves  if  they  did  get  involved  in 
this  issue.  And  I find  it  hard  to  believe  that  the  Society  of  Friends  cannot  endorse  and  support  the  in- 
volvement of  these  people,  at  least  in  small  ways,  without  overextending  itself.  Perhaps  even  those  of  us 
who  are  completely  overcommitted  already,  and  cannot  spare  a single  m.oment  or  a single  dime  for  the 
environment,  would  still  feel  better  if  they  knew  that  others  in  their  Meeting  were  doing  something,  and 
that  their  Meeting  as  a whole  had  taken  a public  stand! 

JJeart’s  ease  is  the  measure  of  the  rightness  of  such  actions,  because  the  heart  is  God’s  habitation. 

Yes,  it  is  true  that  there  are  others,  non-Quakers,  who  are  already  working  on  these  issues.  But  there 
have  already  been  cases,  such  as  Brumley  Gap,  where  those  people  actively  sought  out  Friends’  assistance— 
because  they  recognized  that  the  problem  they  were  working  on  could  not  be  solved  except  via  the  path 
of  peacemaking.  Might  it  not  be  possible  that  we  Friends  hold  in  our  hands  an  essential  part  of  the  solu- 
tion to  the  environmental  crisis?  And  if  so,  and  if  the  crisis  is  real,  what  right  have  we  to  say  we  will  not 
get  involved? 

The  important  question,  it  seems  to  me,  is  not  how  much  we’re  committed  to  other  causes,  nor  how 
little  or  much  we  have  to  give,  nor  who  else  is  already  involved,  but  whether  these  crises  are  real,  and 
whether  we  are  called  as  Friends  to  do  something  as  Friends  about  them.  I would  like  very  much  to  see 
the  debate  redefined  in  these  terms! 


Much  love, 
Marshall  Massey 
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Book  Review 

by  Myra  Keen,  Palo  Alto  Monthly  Meeting 

The  Retreat  at  York:  an  Early  Experiment  in  the 
Treatment  of  Mental  Illness,  by  Mary  R.  Glover 
(edited  by  Janet  Glover).  William  Sessions,  Ltd., 
York,  England,  1984.  xiv+  106  pp.,  9 illustrations, 

6 appendices.  Price,  3.95  pounds. 

Mary  Glover  was  a faculty  member  (Don)  in 
Social  Service  at  the  University  of  Keele.  Because 
of  her  growing  concern  for  the  disadvantaged,  she 
spent  her  retirement  years  preparing  this  book 
about  a novel  and  very  successful  approach  that 
Quakers  made  at  York.  She  died  in  1982  when  the 
manuscript  had  been  assembled  but  was  not  yet 
ready  for  publication.  Janet  and  Elizabeth  Glover 
(evidently  her  daughters)  completed  the  book.  It 
covers  in  detail  the  first  half-century  of  the  Retreat’s 
operations. 

William  Tuke,  a Quaker,  founded  The  Retreat  in 
1796.  He  was  a tea-merchant  of  modest  means  who 
had  a compelling  concern  that  there  should  be  some 
place  where  mentally  ill  Quakers  could  go,  where 
patients  were  not  dehumanized  as  they  were  in  the 
asylums  of  the  time.  He  had  the  conviction  that 
good  food,  gentle  treatment,  and  a quiet  atmosphere 
would  help  patients  return  to  sanity.  Staffing  such 
a place  was  not  easy.  He  was  fortunate  in  finding 
one  superintendent  who  was  sympathetic  to  his 
goals.  Although  standard  treatments  of  coercion 
intruded  at  first,  Tuke’s  insistence  on  gentleness 
gradually  prevailed.  Favorable  publicity  helped  to 
bring  in  new  patients.  However,  there  were  some 
lean  years  when  old  staff  retired  and  new  ones  had 
to  be  trained. 

One  would  like  to  follow  the  course  of  The 
Retreat  during  the  succeeding  century  and  a half. 
The  editors  assure  us  that  it  continues  in  operation, 
now  as  a registered  Nursing  Home,  still  administer- 
ed as  a Charity  by  members  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  It  is  located  on  40  acres  of  beautiful 
grounds  and  accommodates  230  patients,  and 
carries  on  William  Tuke’s  ideals. 

The  appendices  quote  the  text  of  the  Hippocratic 
Oath,  give  information  about  British  laws  on  men- 
tal illness,  and  note  some  well-known  cases  of  men- 
tal illness. 


The  book  is  an  eminently  readable  account,  one 
to  be  recommended  for  Friends’  libraries. 

Letters 
Dear  Friends, 

We  are  writing  to  you  on  behalf  of  Marin  Meeting. 
At  a one-day  retreat  in  September,  our  Meeting  focus- 
ed on  a series  of  articles  titled  “In  Defense  of  the 
Peaceable  Kingdom”  by  Marshall  Massey.  These 
four  articles  appeared  in  consecutive  editions  of 
Friends  Bulletin,  March  through  June. 

In  his  articles,  Massey  calls  Friends’  attention  to 
three  life-threatening  environmental  crises.  These 
are:  the  progressive  lessening  of  the  Earth’s  capacity 
to  adequately  feed  all  its’  inhabitants  (worsened  by 
careless  stewardship);  the  dwindling  of  the  varieties 
of  plant  and  animal  life  (which  leaves  those  remain- 
ing more  obviously  at  the  mercy  of  blights  and 
plagues);  and  the  documented  reduction  in  the  oxy- 
gen content  of  our  atmosphere,  due  largely  to  the 
accelerated  clearing  of  the  rain  forests. 

It  is  difficult  to  adequately  represent  Massey’s 
case,  particularly  in  a brief  letter.  However,  many 
of  us  at  Marin  Meeting  were  impressed  by  it,  and 
we  are  gathering  more  information  from  current 
studies.  We  have  planned  further  discussions,  and 
have  invited  other  Yearly  Meetings  in  North 
America  to  inform  us  of  their  similar  concerns. 

We  are  writing  to  you  to  let  you  know  that  we 
will  be  bringing  this  concern  to  Quarterly  Meeting 
in  January.  We  recommend  Massey’s  articles  to 
you.  Beyond  that,  we  ask  that  you  turn  your 
thoughts  towards  the  protection  of  life  on  Earth, 
become  informed  as  you  are  able,  and  give  these 
issues  your  deepest  and  clearest  consideration. 

Finally,  we  ask  you  to  consider  whether  we,  as 
Quakers,  may  be  called  to  play  an  active  part  in 
these  matters.  Please  let  us  know  of  your  involve- 
ment in  tnis  area. 

Sincerely, 

Marianne  Wedmore  and 
Tanya  Rabbitt,  Marin  Meeting, 

8 North  San  Pedro  Road,  San 
Rafael,  CA  94903 
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(Friends  Around  the  World:  Cont.  from  page  58) 

The  staff  of  QCEA  participated  in  a Messiah 
Sing-In  organized  as  a fundraising  event  by 
Amnesty  International.  It  was  held  in  an  Anglican 
Church,  led  by  an  American  Morman  pastor,  with 
an  Australian  at  the  organ,  and  a Belgian  alto  soloist. 
“It  could  only  happen  in  Brussels!” 

CANADA 

Connie  Mungall,  of  Ottowa  Monthly  Meeting, 
has  given  an  account  of  her  Canadian  Friends 
Service  Committee  project.  Taking  a year’s  leave 
of  absence  from  her  job,  and  making  a slide  presen- 
tation called  Celebration  of  Peace,  she  expects  to 
walk  to  Meetings  in  Central  Canada:  “not  to  carry 
the  message  of  despair  and  horror...  nor  does  it 
seem  appropriate  to  exhort  each  other  to  join  more 
activities,  engage  in  more  action.  . . To  urge  more 
effort  seems  very  unpeaceful.  I want  to  recognize 
the  peace  work  we  are  doing  now— including  listen- 
ing to  and  caring  about  each  other— and  think  about 
how  we  can  help  each  other  with  it.  . . What  we  must 
aim  for  now  is  a transformation.”  Connie  Mungall 
has  already  walked  from  Ottowa  to  Canton  and 
Potsdam,  N.Y.,  Montreal,  Toronto,  Kitchener  and 
Hamilton.  Friends  along  the  way  walk  with  her. 

GREAT  BRITAIN 

While  some  American  Friends  may  have  been 
startled  to  read  a front  page  report  in  the  “Wall 
Street  Journal”  (August  3,  1984)  about  Philadelphia 
Yearly  Meeting’s  decision  to  advertise  (the  headline 
used  the  word  “proselytize”),  London  Yearly  Meet- 
ing has  carried  advertisements  in  English  periodicals 
for  at  least  twenty  years.  Such  ads  contain  a brief 
exposition  of  some  aspect  of  Quakerism  ending  with 
an  invitation  to  write  the  Home  Service  Committee 
if  the  inquirer  would  like  more  information.  The 
late  George  Gorman  (author  of  The  Amazing  Fact 
of  Quaker  Worship)  was  chiefly  responsible  for  this 
work. 

Now  we  have  received  a copy  of  a pamphlet  sent 
to  those  who  respond  to  a Home  Service  Committee 
ad.  It  is  an  attractive  new  format  of  the  oXdMeet 
the  Quakers  with  more  illustrations.  Although  most 
references  are  British,  a page  on  race  relations  has  a 
reference  to  and  a painting  of  John  Woolman  refus- 
ing to  write  wills  in  which  slaves  were  included. 


A Russian  book  called  Peace  the  Creation  of 
People  by  Vikentii  Matveev,  has  been  sent  to 
William  Barton,  author  of  The  Moral  Challenge  of 
Communism.  Vikentii  Matveev  is  a distinguished 
Soviet  journalist  who  stresses  in  his  book  his  con- 
cern for  dialog  about  ways  of  avoiding  the  catastro- 
phe of  nuclear  war.  It  contains  a chapter  called 
“The  Society  of  Friends— Traditions  and  the 
Present.”  William  Barton,  well-known  to  American 
Friends  as  long-time  general  secretary  of  the 
Friends  World  Committee  on  Consultation,  men- 
tions the  author’s  knowledge  of  early  Quaker  con- 
tacts with  Tsarist  Russia  (including  Peter  the  Great’s 
attendance  at  a Meeting  for  Worship  in  London.) 
There  is  also  mention  of  Quakers’  emphasis  on  the 
inner  light. 

MEXICO 

To  prepare  for  the  16  th  Triennial  Meeting  of 
FWCC  in  Mexico  next  year,  FWCC  has  published 
a pamphlet  in  both  Spanish  and  English  called 
Digging  Deeper  {Profundizar  Mas).  While  Meetings 
around  the  world  will  use  this  pamphlet  for  study 
and  discussion  in  order  to  send  informed  represen- 
tatives to  Mexico,  what  will  we  in  the  Western  U.S. 
be  doing?  We  can  read  the  article  by  Ted  Hoare,  an 
Australian  Friend,  called  “ Tienen  los  Amigos  un 
Mensaje?”  (Do  Friends  Have  a Message?)  and 
Domingo  Ricart’s  article  entitled  “Hispanics  and 
Religion”  in  which  the  writer  suggests  that  if 
Friends  can  put  aside  their  cultural  pride,  they  have 
a great  opportunity  to  speak  to  the  condition  of 
our  Hispanic  neighbors. 
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THE  ANGEL  TO  THE  VIRGIN 

Who  shall  be  bom  again? 

Love  shall  be  bom  again, 
the  dove  after  deluge, 
the  child  in  the  manger; 
in  spite  of  tempest, 
in  spite  of  oracles, 
in  spite  of  time  obsessed 
with  death  and  disaster. 

Where  shall  I search  for  Him? 

The  way  is  not  hid  from  you; 
through  heart’s  dark  wilderness 
your  star  will  be  your  guide 
if  you  but  follow  it 
if  you  but  trust  in  it 
however  your  mind  protests 
however  your  feet  may  bleed. 

How  shgll  I know  Him  then? 

Know  Him  as  nesting  birds 
know  what  stirs  in  the  egg 
under  their  feathered  wings; 
know  Him  as  acorns  know 
the  oak  with  its  crown  of  leaves; 
know  Him  as  young  wives  know 
that  seed  has  quickened. 

When  shall  I bring  Him  forth? 

That  is  for  Him  to  say— 
through  years  of  travail  or 
swift  as  light  shining. 

Not  of  the  will  of  flesh? 
not  of  your  heart’s  own  will; 
but  of  the  will  of  God 
grown  great  within  you. 

Where  shall  I cradle  Him? 

Hark,  how  the  world  is  loud 
with  noise  of  hatred  men 
forge  to  destroy  Him. 

Fear  not,  for  love  is  hid 
as  seed  in  the  heart  of  life. 

Then  let  the  chaff  be  blown 
where  the  wind  wills  it. 

Peggy  Pond  Church,  Santa  Fe  Meeting 
[From^  Rustle  of  Angels,  Pear  Tree  Press,  reprinted 
with  the  author’s  permission.  Peggy  Pond  Church 
was  a recent  recipient  of  the  New  Mexico  Arts 
Commission’s  literary  award.] 
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RQARP  CONFERENCE  1985 

The  tenth  annual  conference  of  the  Redwood 
Quaker  Association  for  Religion  and  Psychology, 
“The  Way  of  Relationship— One  Path  Toward 
Wholeness,”  will  be  held  at  Quaker  Center,  Ben 
Lomond,  from  February  15-18,  1985.  Leaders  will 
be  Paul  and  Linda  Niebanck  of  Santa  Cruz  Meeting. 
Linda  is  a professional  planner  and  Paul  toaches  in 
the  environmental  studies  department  at  U.C.  Santa 
Cruz.  Both  are  active  in  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting, 
familiar  with  Jungian  understandings  of  the  relation- 
ships between  religion  and  psychology,  and  are 
closely  related  to  Pendle  Hill. 

Clerks  of  Meetings  will  have  registration  forms 
early  in  December  or  write  to  Carole  Kelly,  Regis- 
trar, 1987  S.  Terrace  Dr.,  Napa,  CA  94559.  Dead- 
line for  registration  is  February  1,  1985. 


